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You Are Invited

All across Virginia, wetlands are serving many important functions. They promote water
recharge in streams and rivers, provide vital wildlife habitat, support biodiversity, help cleanse
polluted waters, help alleviate flooding and provide a variety of other important biological
functions. Healthy wetlands greatly contribute to a healthy environment.

You are invited to learn more about Virginia’'s wealth of wetlands and help make them as
pristine and plentiful as they can be for the health of the environment, our aesthetic enjoyment,
and educational opportunities, for current as well as future generations. Take a look inside
and contribute to Virginia's wetlands.

So the time is now to face what’s at hand
To clean up the water and clean up the land
And we owe it to the future to preserve and protect
The gift that we have
It’s not ours to neglect

~Don Shappelle from the song, “Chesapeake Dream”

Forward

The purpose of “Restoring Virginia’s Wetlands — A Citizen’s ToolKit” is to provide the Citizens of Virginia with information concerning
wetlands and to promote the voluntary protection, enhancement, restoration and creation of wetlands on private as well as public
lands within the Commonwealth. This ToolKit provides information to Virginia’s landowners, both private and public, on the status of
wetlands, various options for the use and management of their wetlands, current regulatory protection as well as voluntary efforts,
and technical and financial resources for protection, enhancement, restoration and creation projects. This ToolKit guides you through
the background information necessary to understand wetland functions and values. Included in this ToolKit are the basics regarding
wetland identification, types and classification as well as types of wetland monitoring to learn more about wetlands.
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Disclaimer

Although this project was funded through the EPA, it does not necessarily reflect the opinion, position or policy of the EPA or the
DEQ. The user of this ToolKit is responsible for keeping up to date with changes in the Federal, state and local permit regulations
and requirements, scientific literature, web page locations or resource information provided in this ToolKit.
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