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Dear Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay Citizen Monitors
And Watershed Coordinators:

The Alliance staff wishes you a safe and
Happy Holidays!

We hope this letter finds all of you well. We know that many of you experienced
inconveniences from Hurricane Isabel this fall. Some folks lost their docks and piers, and
as a result we have more “stream-side” monitors. As always, please be careful when you
are out in the field, especially with the cold weather and the possibilities of ice and snow.
But don't forget to look around and enjoy the wintry scenery as Mother Nature takes us
through the season.

Monitoring News:

Its that time of year again... QA/QC sessions are just around the corner. Save the Date. Mark
your calendars, and plan to visit with your monitoring colleagues.

For our new monitors- Quality Assurance / Quality Control Sessions are the way that the
Alliance ensures to data users that our citizen monitors collect good and reliable data. Set-up
like a lab practical, each monitor brings their equipment to be checked and their monitoring
methods refined by performing the tests and comparing the results to calibrated equipment.
This is a good time to replenish chemicals, replace equipment, and meet other monitors in your
area. The QA/QC requirement maintains your status as an Alliance certified water quality
monitor.

We will be sending you reminders in emails and by mail so you can register for the QA/QC
Session near you. Here are the dates and locations:

Richmond Area: Hampton Roads Area:
Saturday February 21, 2004 Saturday March 6, 2003
VCU Life Sciences Buildings Isle of Wight

On the VCU campus in Downtown Location TBA

Richmond




Citizens for Water Quality

* On July 26, 2003 three Alliance volunteer monitors received Citizen Activist

Awards at the Citizens for Water Quality annual summit in Charlottesville Virginia.
Awards in the categories of Individual Award and Public Servant recognize recipients for
outstanding contributions to their organization’s effort to promote citizen involvement in
watershed protection. Congratulations to:

Muschi Fisher- she is recognized for her 17 years as an Alliance citizen monitor along the
James River at Westover.

Peggy Sleevi- she is recognized for her efforts as a citizen monitor and watershed coordination
for Friends of Chesterfield’s Riverfront.

Jerianne Gardner- she is recognized for her public service for initiating water quality monitoring
in Isle of Wight County and for her service as a Planning Commissioner for the County.

The award ceremony was a part of a day-long meeting that provided citizens and watershed
organizations with the venue for technology and information sharing and networking.

The Winter Meeting will be held on February 7, 2004. Attendance is free, but registration is
required. The location will be announced soon. Contact Jessica Blackburn at jblackburn@achb-
online.orq or Stacey Moulds at smoulds@acb-online.orq for the location and times or visit
our events calendar at http://www.acb-online.org/events.cfm.

The CWQ Annual Summer Summit will be hold on July 24, 2004 Charlottesville.

Citizens for Water Quality is a statewide consortium of citizen groups, agency representatives,
businesses, and individuals interested in preserving and enhancing the water resources in
Virginia. We advocate for clean water in all regions of the state, from the estuaries and inlets of
the Chesapeake to the mountain streams of the Appalachian range, in a manner that includes
all parties interested in clean water.

Chemicals and Supplies: If you need new chemicals to refresh
your kits. Please let your Watershed Coordinator or us know. You can
contact us for supplies at jblackburn@acb-online.orq or (804)
775-0951 and fax at (804) 775-0954.




N

DEQ improves their website for public use m

T
Available in late January, the VA Department of Environmental Quality will be \ =7
offering an updated website designed for more user-friendly public assess. The site —
will make it easier for the public to query DEQ’s water monitoring data using a watershed
map. Their database houses data for both active and inactive sites. The data is currently available at
https://www.deq.state.va.us/webapp/wgm.homepage.

!

Citizens can request that the DEQ conduct monitoring on a waterbody by submitting a nomination. More
information and the nomination form can be found on
http://www.deq.state.va.us/cmonitor/guidance.html. Nominations must be received by December 31,
2003.

Additionally, the TMDL (Total Maximum Daily Loads) website is located at
http://www.deq.state.va.us/tmdl/ and lists public meeting dates for TMDL meetings. There are some

coming up for Hanover and Henrico. It also includes a mapping application for folks to view TMDLs in
their area.

Recent Happenings

Virginia Member Event 20093

At Shirley Plantation on September 28, 2003 Alliance Members, volunteers and
partners attended the Alliance’s annual Virginia member Event. Over 40 people
enjoyed the summer-like day under the tent on the lawn of Shirley Plantation, ate
lunch, tasted wine and beer from local merchants, listened to colonial-period music,
and talked with friends. Many toured the Shirley House, and strolled along the banks of the
James River. The event has held to show our appreciation to those who have helped the
Alliance fulfill its mission in watershed protection, conservation, and education. Thank you to
those of you who spent the afternoon with us, and for all the support you have given us through
the year. We hope to have another successful event in 2004, and hope even more of our
volunteers will join us. To find out about this and other events visit our website to view our
calendar of events at http://www.acb-online.orq.

T World Water Monitoring Day Event
gllarlgm“!'g"“ in Richmond at Tredegar
DAY

On October 17, 2003, more than 70 Richmond-area middle-school
students joined Natural Resources Secretary W. Tayloe Murphy, Jr., members of the Virginia
Water Monitoring Council and other sponsors at the BayScapes area on the James River.
Students participated in water-quality monitoring and learned about biological monitoring,
pollution sources to watersheds, and BayScaping techniques.

Visit the website to learn more about the event and see more photos
http://va.water.usgs.gov/watermonitoringday.htm The data collected in celebration of the World
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Water Monitoring Day during the first few weeks of October will soon be available on this
website.

Thanks to our co-sponsors of this event: Virginia Water Monitoring Council, James River
Association, Department of Environmental Quality, US Geological Service, Department of
Conservation and Recreation, Izaak Walton League- VA Save Our Streams, Environmental
Alliance for Senior Evolvement, Chesterfield County’s Office of Water Quality, and the Virginia
Water Resources Research Center.

An Urban Community Garden Initiative

The Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay is partnering with a local
community group to create a working urban garden in Richmond’s
Church Hill. On Saturday, October 11, 2003 we gathered at the garden
site- between 23™ and 24" Streets- for our first Action Day. Over 40
participants helped to work compost into the garden plots, construct a
fence, learn about BayScaping in urban areas and form bonds to bring
this dream to fruition.

The idea of this garden, which we are bringing into reality, is based on successful models in
many cities and communities across America. We see the Tricycle Garden as one way to
reclaim abandoned parts of the urban fabric. It makes for a more beautiful city, and brings
together people of all ages who might not meet in their daily lives. Through environmental
education it brings knowledge and respect for the cycles of life. It brings a stronger
commitment to one's community. It brings about a sense of empowerment to create and
nurture a small place.

The site is owned by The Better Housing Coalition, and we are starting with a three year
lease. Church Hill community members rent the garden plots on a one year lease. The cost of
the rent goes towards the site lease and water. It is a very visible location, and we hope it will
be the first of more gardens in the city.

On the Action Day the Alliance presented a new product called Spring Earth Compost. The
compost is produced by a partnership between Ukrop’s Supermarkets and Watkins Nursery. A
portion of the purchase of this bagged compost goes to the Alliance to help continue our work in
environmental education and stewardship. Spring Earth will be available in the spring at Ukrop’s
Supermarkets, Watkins Nursery, Great Big Greenhouse, Rental Works and Dirty Hands retail
store with more locations to come. Look for our logo on the bag and help to support
conservation landscaping.

For more information about Tricycle Garden contact: Hadley Milliken at hmilliken@ach-
online.orq or (804) 775-0951. For more information about BayScaping, including free booklets
and plant lists, call our office at the above number.




Upcoming Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay Events

Workshop on Voluntary Wetland Restoration Opportunities in Virginia

Announcing the second of four workshops on Voluntary Wetland Restoration Opportunities in Virginia,
to be held on Wednesday, March 3rd, 2004 at the Northern Virginia Regional Office of the Department
of Environmental Quality (DEQ) in Woodbridge, Virginia.

Leaders of natural resource associations and organizations including watershed, civic, land trust, state,
federal, and local governments have been invited to participate in the workshop. If you are a member of
one of these organizations and are not aware whether or not a representative has been invited, please
contact the Alliance. We strongly encourage private landowners who are interested in a wetland creation,
restoration, or enhancement project on their land to attend this workshop to get some great information to
facilitate projects and funding. The Northern Virginia workshop is one of three scheduled to occur across
Virginia; two similar workshops are additionally planned for the Roanoke and Tidewater areas. Although
the workshop is free for all participants, registration is required no later than February 25th, 2004.

The main purpose of the workshop is to encourage voluntary wetland restoration and enhancement on
private and public lands through the education of Virginia citizens on available technical and financial
opportunities. This workshop is part of our on-going efforts to establish a Virginia Citizen Wetland
Education, Outreach, and Monitoring Initiative, funded through a grant from the EPA to the DEQ and the
Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay (Alliance). This initiative will provide public education and outreach
concerning wetland restoration in Virginia and wetland assessment monitoring of created, enhanced, and
restored wetland areas.

A workshop brochure containing registration details and a current agenda are attached on this event page.
Please check the events page occasionally (http://www.acb-online.org/events.cfm), as the agenda will be
updated. Agenda highlights include:

e Defining Wetland Restoration and Enhancement and the tools available for identification of sites
with restoration potential

e Technical and Financial Assistance available for Voluntary Wetland Restoration and
Enhancement within Virginia
o Case Studies

For specific questions regarding the workshop or to register, please contact Hadley Milliken
(hmilliken@acb-online.org) or Stacey Moulds (smoulds@acb-online.org) of the Alliance at (804) 775-
0951.

Registration Status: Open



Coming This Summer....

The third annual James River
Sojourn

June 19-27, 2004

M We are eager to get on the water this year, and we
hope that you will join us this summer!

The James River Sojourn is a week long canoeing and kayaking expedition that features
environmental educational programming, riverside camping, restoration projects, festive meals,
meetings with elected officials and much more. Novice and experienced paddlers alike enjoy a
unique on-the-water experience that builds a strong environmental ethic, while having a lot of
fun in the process. The Sojourn aims to elevate awareness of the James River’s importance to
the region and to encourage local residents to play an active role in its restoration.

Over the course of the Sojourn, families and individuals will enhance their on-river interpretive
and recreational experience by completing various demonstration restoration projects and
through evening programs focused on river-related historical, cultural, and environmental topics.
The evening activities are complimented by interaction with local watershed organizations,
business, and government entities. All aspects of the Sojourn have prominent and frequent
media coverage.

The charming town of Scottsville will be the launch site of the 3rd annual James River Sojourn.
On the final day, Sojourners will get to raft America’s best urban whitewater into downtown
Richmond, arriving at Tredegar Iron Works. Participants are welcome to paddle the entire week
or a portion of the week. Non-paddling programs are offered throughout the trip.

Have more questions? Visit our website to view the Sojourn FAQs.

http://www.acb-online.org/project.cfm?vid=100
or contact Hadley Milliken at (804)775-0951 or hmilliken@acb-online.org




Upcoming Conferences
NATIONAL WATER QUALITY MONITORING COUNCIL

Working Together for Clean Water

2004 National Monitoring Conference
Building and Sustaining Successful Monitoring Programs
Chattanooga, Tennessee - May 17-20, 2004

Join the Council and explore and share the experiences, expertise, lessons learned,
innovations, and strategies that strengthen and sustain both the technical and institutional
elements of our monitoring programs.

The 2004 conference will weave together five overall themes related to each element of the
framework and critical to building and sustaining successful programs

e Promoting collaborative efforts

o Exploring new and emerging methods and technologies

« Addressing changing expectations of monitoring

o Ensuring data and information comparability

o Sharing results and successes
http://www.tetratech-ffx.com/NWQMC/index.cfm

‘-‘hv—,,.—u Fifth Annual National River Rally May 21-25,
52004
Hosted by

River Network

At the Wintergreen Resort near Charlottesville

This important event brings together hundreds of river and watershed
organizations from throughout the nation for professional and personal
development, education, organizing and celebration. Information on scholarships,

group discounts, and program will be online starting in early January.
http://www.rivernetwork.org/howwecanhelp/index.cfm?doc id=91
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Now available....

Citizen’s Guide to the Control of Invasive Plants

In Wetland and Riparian Areas
An Alliance publication

Invasive plants or alien plants are plants that are non-native to the area.
plants are undesirable because they are difficult to control, dominate
large areas, easily escape from cultivation and destroy native plants
that create local habitat for animal species. Other names for
these aggressive plant pests are exotic plants, introduced, non-
indigenous or non- native. Invasives, such as loosestrife, mile- a- ‘
minute weed, garlic mustard and kudzu displace native plants i and
degrade wildlife habitat.

Invasive

The Alliance has published a citizen guide on invasive species. This free guide offers
information on Invasive Plant Control Techniques, Volunteer Recruitment, Deployment and
Retention, and Case Studies. The cost for postage is $1.15. It is available from the Richmond
Office. Please call or email us to order yours today (804) 775-0951.

2004 Chesapeake Bay Naturally Calendar

Available now on the Alliance’s website.

Bring the splendid images of the Chesapeake Bay indoors all
year round. The photos remind us everyday of the Bay’s gift
and joy that it brings into our lives.

Photographer David Harp shows the Bay’s great beauty,
encouraging us to support conservation efforts. Calendars are
$11.95. Proceeds go to The Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay,
a nonprofit organization dedicated to restoring the bay to its
original splendor.

To order visit
http://www.acb-online.orqg

Or call Judy Lerner at (410) 377-6270.




For our Watershed Coordinators: Upcoming Grant Opportunities

Grant Funding Available for Community-Based Wetland, Riparian, and Coastal Habitat
Restorations:

The National Association of Counties, the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, and the Wildlife
Habitat Council, in cooperation with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and the
Community-Based Restoration Program within NOAA Fisheries are pleased to solicit applications for the
Five-Star Restoration Matching Grants Program. The Five-Star Restoration Program provides modest
financial assistance on a competitive basis to support community-based wetland, riparian, and coastal
habitat restoration projects that build diverse partnerships and foster local natural resource stewardship
through education, outreach and training activities.

The stars in "Five-Star" are the partners, funders, and/or participants necessary to complete the project
including:

1) Schools or youth;
2) Local or tribal governments; %
3) Local businesses or corporations;

4) Conservation organizations or local citizens groups;

5) State and federal resource management agencies;

6) Foundations or other funders. % %

Projects must involve diverse partnerships of ideally five organizations that contribute funding, land,
technical assistance, workforce support, and/or other in-kind services. Awards are between $5,000 and
$20,000; the average grant is $10,000. Projects must include a strong on-the-ground

wetland, riparian, or coastal habitat restoration component and should also include training, education,
outreach, monitoring, and community stewardship components. Projects involving only research,
monitoring, or planning are not eligible for funding.

The program is open to any public or private entity. Applicants should complete the application form,
which includes further guidelines and instructions, including project narrative and budget request.
Applications must be postmarked by March 1, 2004. For more information:
http://www.lgean.org/html/whatsnew.cfm#wn8

Link to application: http://www.nfwf.org/programs/5star-app.doc

2004 Chesapeake Bay Small Watershed Grants Program Request for Proposals

The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and the Chesapeake Bay Program are pleased to announce the
2004 Request for Proposals for the Chesapeake Bay Small Watershed Grants Program. This program
provides modest awards of federal funds to non-profit organizations and local governments engaged in
watershed stewardship activities. For more information about current program priorities and to download
an application form, please visit the NFWF website:



http://www.nfwf.org/chesapeake

Monitors and Watershed Coordinators, please keep us informed of
any address or email changes. Don't hesitate to call or email us with
any questions you may have or just to keep in touch! Thank you for all
your hard work and effort in citizen monitoring- you make this
program a success!

We hope you have wonderful Holiday and a safe and Happy New Year! Take Care, and see
you at the QA/QC session.

Sincerely,

Jessica Blackburn Stacey Moulds

Program Assistant Senior Program Coordinator
jblackburn@acb-online.org smoulds@acb -online.org

cc:  Joyce Brooks - VA DEQ
Fran Geissler - VA DCR
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